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     More than 35 members participated 
in ACEC’s “Road Funding” Day 
at the Indiana Statehouse prior to 
the annual legislative luncheon. 
BIC’s lobbyists, led by Dennis 
Faulkenberg of Appian, briefed 
members before they met with their 
legislators to share this important 
message: Indiana’s highways, 
roads and bridges need long-term, 
adequate, and stable funding! 
Although the proposed 2-year 
budget includes an additional 
$300 million, it is a one-time only 
allocation and still falls short. 
INDOT testifi ed it needed an 
additional $260 million annually 
to reach recommended service levels for just 
preservation and maintenance. Locals have 
shown needs of approximately another $500 
million to preserve and maintain their systems. 
 Afterwards, Senator Carlin Yoder 

(R-Middlebury), and Representative Bob 
Cherry (R-Greenfi eld) addressed the luncheon 
crowd of  95 members on signifi cant issues of 
the legislative session and in their respective 
chambers, as well as infrastructure funding. 

Sen. Carlin Yoder (left) and Rep. Bob Cherry (right) speak at 
the ACEC Legislative Luncheon in February. 

Yoder, Chairman of the Senate 
Homeland Security and Transportation 
Committee, stated transportation is 
a “looming issue” and needed an 
additional $700 million per year but 
“that money is not lying around, and we 
have got to fi gure it out.” Towards that, 
he introduced legislation to impose 
user fees on advanced technology 
vehicles since it supports paying one’s 
“fair share” to use roads.
     Cherry, Vice-Chairman of the House 
Ways & Means Committee, stated that 
besides education funding, “the other 
major issue is road funding.” With 
an average expense of just $250 in 
user fees per Indiana driver to use the 

roads, it was “pretty cheap bargain” but the 
combination of gas taxes and the portion of 
sales tax on gas was not inadequate for the long 
term, so he told the audience to “keep up the 
pressure” for road funding.

Save the date: Thursday, May 7

Stephanie Morse’s Retirement Party

Click here for more details!

Build Indiana Council 
Road Funding Day at the 
Statehouse- March 17

More information to come

RPR Training
March 17
Willows on Westfi eld in Indianapolis
Cost: $75/ member

Click here for more info and to register

Making our voice heard at the Statehouse

Upon Stephanie’s retirement at the end of the fiscal year, the ACEC Indiana Board of Directors 
has determined that Beth Bauer will become Executive Director and Colleen Merkel will 
remain on staff to provide the same services ACEC Indiana members appreciate.  An executive 
committee continues to meet to ensure that the transition runs smoothly.

http://www.acecindiana.org/
http://acecindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/RPR-Training-Registration-March-17-2015.pdf
http://www.ajg.com/
http://www.evite.com/event/01DDN6TUDWM55AJ5WEPEVYIGL74RPA


Immediate Fixes. 
1. DEDICATE all of the sales tax collected on fuel purchases 

to highway accounts. 
 

2. INDEX state gas and diesel tax. 
 
3. RAISE the state gas and diesel tax. 
 
4. Implement highway USER FEES ON HYBRID and 

ELECTRIC powered vehicles. 
 
 

Future Solutions. 
1. Implement TOLLS for specific projects or to fund  

overall road maintenance and improvements. 
 

2. Consider converting gas and diesel tax to a per-mile-
driven USER FEE that could be based on vehicle weight, 
time of travel, distance traveled and other factors. 

 
 

The Benefits. 
1. Make the roads SAFE for Hoosiers by filling potholes, 

smoothing gravel roads, replacing old, worn-out 
pavements and fixing our aging bridges. 

 
2. BOOST ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT by keeping shipping 

costs down and moving products efficiently throughout 
the state. 

 
3. CREATE JOBS by making Indiana the place to be for 

logistic companies, manufacturing facilities and service 
providers. 

 A short story About the road ahead  
 

          1. Dear Lawmakers,             2. There are still needs.         3. Here are some solutions. 

Thank 
You. 

For the attention to highway funding 
issues. Over the last two sessions, you: 

 

Ended diversions 
from the Motor Vehicle  
Highway Fund 
  

Dedicated part of the 
sales tax collected  
on fuel purchases to highways 

  

Developed a new way  
for locals to adopt  
a wheel tax 
 

Created and funded  
the Major Moves  
2020 Trust Fund 

The state is still falling short. 
 
In January 2015, INDOT testified that at current investment 
levels (approximately $667 MILLION annually), Indiana’s 
percentage of poor bridges and pavements will increase 
over the next 10 years. To keep assets from deteriorating, 
INDOT needs an additional $160 MILLION annually. To 
reach a recommended service level, the agency needs an 
additional $260 MILLION annually over 20 years. 
 
Governor Pence’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Transportation 
Infrastructure recommended a total of $7.35 BILLION in 
future highway projects with statewide significance. The 
panel deemed $4.7 BILLION critical and another  
$2.32 BILLION good for Indiana. It recommended pursuing 
the remaining $331 MILLION if funds become available. 
 
The 2014 Indiana Transportation Infrastructure Survey, 
conducted by a coalition of road funding partners, identified 
a $413 MILLION annual need in the next three to four years 
and a $579 MILLION annual need in the next five to 10 
years for local communities to meet their transportation 
infrastructure needs.  
 
Indiana Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO) Council 
published a report in 2012 which found an annual funding 
shortfall of $936 MILLION for maintenance and repair of 
roads and bridges not including major projects such as 
added travel lanes, grade separations and interchanges. 
The study was based on 39 urban and rural counties. 
 
Purdue University Local Technical Assistance Program 
published a report in 2009 that identified $5.38 BILLION in 
needed short-term funding for local roads and bridges, plus 
another $858 MILLION in long-term funding for annual 
maintenance and reconstruction of the current system. 
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