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Conventional Wisdom 
 

 
 

So how are things looking for this weekend’s 
GOP State Convention in 
Indianapolis?   Well one thing we can say 
for sure is the animosity that was floating 
around back in 2014 between a couple of the 
candidates running for State Treasurer is 
definitely not there.  That doesn’t mean 
folks aren’t  being competitive and don’t 
want to win, but the hatred that personified 
the race between former Marion Mayor 
Wayne Seybold and perennial candidate 
Don Bates, Jr. is not there.  So what 
exactly is going on?  
 
Well, here’s what TCS is hearing this 
morning.  When it comes to the race for 
Attorney General, depending on who you 
talk to it’s either a two-way race between 
State Senator Randy Head and Elkhart 
County Prosecutor Curtis Hill or a three-
way race if you add former Attorney General 
Steve Carter.  Note, while Abby Kuzma 
is not a front-runner, she could be a 
“spoiler” in the sense that rumor has it she 
has teamed up with Carter to throw support 
to him should she not make it after the 
second ballot.    
 
Also,  according to one of our sources, the 
“big three” have been polling and apparently 
it’s so close that anything can happen.  
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 The good news, if there is any, is that Hill 
seems to be the second choice for a lot of 
delegates, so if he can survive the first 
couple rounds he’s got a good shot at 
becoming the nominee. Word is that if Head 
or Carter don’t make the cut Hill gets it, but 
if Hill drops out, his supporters will likely go 
to Head.   Also while there has been some 
back-chatter about Carter and why he is 
running again, his camp just put out a news 
release saying he had just finishing meeting 
individually with nearly 500 delegates. 
 
Something else to keep in mind is that this 
race could take a really long time.  The talk 
is that it will take nearly an hour to 90 
minutes complete each round of voting and 
if they have to go three or four rounds this 
could easily be a four to six hour 
adventure.   
 
And speaking of conventions, Democrats 
are going after Republican Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Jennifer 
McCormick, saying she voted in 
Democratic primaries and only recently 
switched to the Rs.  They might want to be a 
little careful about throwing that around as 
Glenda Ritz used to vote in Republican 
primaries.  We know this because we did the 
story back in 2012 in our LNG 
capacity.  Here’s the link in case you feel like 
reading it.  
 
By the way, we’ll be live tweeting the 
convention.  You can follow us at 
@AttyAbdul, @IndyPoliticsOrg or 
@The_TCS. 
 

And yes, we are well aware of the irony of 

the State GOP Convention running the same 

weekend as Indy Pride.  This happened 

back in 2012.  We’ll let you know if we catch 

anyone who says one thing in public doing 

someone else in a public restroom on 

Talbott street. 

 

http://www.indianabarrister.com/archives/2012/06/is_ritz_a_democrat_a_republican_or_both.html
http://www.indianabarrister.com/archives/2012/06/is_ritz_a_democrat_a_republican_or_both.html
http://www.indianabarrister.com/archives/2012/06/is_ritz_a_democrat_a_republican_or_both.html
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Poll Positions 
 

 
 
Another poll is making the rounds and one 
of you got called and you wrote down the 
questions.  Yet another reason why we love 
you guys.  Here are the questions… 
 

How likely are you to vote? 
 
State right direction or wrong track? 
State Senate - Libertarian, Republican, 
Democrat (no names given) 
 
Single most important item for senate 
candidate vote? 
 
Most important issue facing city 
town/community? 
 
Fav/Unfavorable for the following; Clinton, 
John Ruckelshaus, Mike Pence, John Gregg, 
Pamela Hickman, Donald Trump, 
 
What do you like least about Mike Pence? 
 
Do you approve or disapprove of job Barack 
Obama is doing as president? 
 
What issue is most important for state 
Senate vote. 
 
Which political party are you affiliated? 
If election for president held today, who 
would you vote for? 
 
 

If election for US senate were held today, 
who would you vote for? 
 
If the election for Governor today, who 
would you vote for? 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction - who 
would you vote for? 
 
State Senate, who would you vote for? 
Marion County Referendum - Increase .25% 
for mass transit? How likely? 
 

 
 
Increase local property taxes for school 
construction in Washington Township? 
How Likely? 
 
Increase tax cap for school operating costs 
for new and current teachers by $6.5M? 
 
State legislator, who would you be more 
likely to vote for?  A Candidate to help 
Pence or a Democrat to create check and 
balance? 
 
Who can do a better job of handling the 
following in legislature?  Economy, 
Education, 
 
Do you support or oppose - freezing cost of 
tuition at public universities? Obamacare?  
Increased pay for math/science teachers at 
schools?  Welfare recipient drug testing? 
 
Does the Indiana legislature appropriately 
fund public schools? 
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Has your financial situation improved over 
the past 4 years? 
 
Support or oppose state anti-discrimination 
law? Use of public bathrooms? 
Transgendered should use bathroom they 
identify with?  Should use bathroom they 
were born as? 
 
Who should handle bathroom, 
municipalities or state government? 
 
Obama issued legislation to match gender 
bathrooms.  Agree with Pence 
role/statement? 
 
Should we expand charter 
schools/voucher?  Would you vote for 
candidate? 
 
Moderate/Liberal/Conservative 
General Election how do you vote? 
 
Do you consider yourself pro-life or pro-
choice? 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MMM Bopp 
 

 
 
(Apologies to Hanson) So why did attorney 
and cultural warrior Jim Bopp drop out of 
the race for National Committeeman?   Well 
although he said in an e-mail to delegates 
last week that it was for party unity there 
was actually a little more to the story.  In a 
nutshell, the votes weren’t there on State 
Central Committee, period.  From what TCS 
hears a lot of Committee members weren’t 
crazy about putting Bopp in that high of a 
profile position, especially when it would 
only reinforce the big fights over same-sex 
marriage and LGBT rights which a lot of 
those folks are trying to move away from. 
 
 Also, there was some sentiment on the 
committee that it makes no sense to reward 
someone with position who sues the state 
and the Pence administration on a regular 
basis.  It also helped that John 
Hammond, who currently holds the job, 
has made peace with the Donald Trump 
contingent. 
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A Few Other Items of Note 
 

 
 
Look for Governor Mike Pence to focus 
solely on jobs and the economy when he 
gives his convention speech this Saturday. 
 
Look for the Republican Governor’s 
Association to unleash the “dogs of war” 
this summer against Democrat John 
Gregg.   And the source for the attack ads 
will be Gregg’s own book, “From Sandbourn 
to the Statehouse”,  which by the way is 
running for nearly $8,000 on 
Amazon.   Luckily we have an autographed 
copy in the garage, time to go dig that puppy 
out and give it a read. 
 
House Speaker Brian Bosma says Glenda 
Ritz’s idea to pay for early childhood 
education using reversion dollars and 
cutting fraud, waste and abuse are pretty 
much pipe dreams and would not work. 
 
Indiana Congressman Todd Rokita was 
recently recognized as one of the hardest 
working members of Congress. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The Usual Disclaimer Stuff: 

The Cheat Sheet is a publication of 
IndyPolitics.Org.  This is a compilation of 
pure gossip, rumor and blatant innuendo.   

We assume no liability if it is wrong, we 
only take credit for it when it’s right!  

 If you’ve got something you want to share, 

(good, bad or ugly) send it to 

tcs@indypolitics.org. We promise to take 

all the credit and all of the blame. 
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