
The Cheat Sheet, Vol. 5, Issue 25 – May 2016 

The Antelope Club • The weather is nice and the patio is open! •615 N Delaware 

Street, Indianapolis • FREE PARKING•317-632-5541 • AntelopeClub@hotmail.com 

 

Thanks, But No, Trump. 
 

 
 
Evansville Republican Josh Claybourn 
has caused quite a bit of stir by resigning his 
post as an RNC delegate and  saying he 
could not support Donald Trump as the 
GOP nominee.  He’s gotten a lot of praise 
and criticism.   A Trump spokesman told us 
in our LNG capacity that Hoosiers have 
spoken, and those critics are going to find 
themselves on the wrong side of 
history.   There were even some rumors 
running around that the reason Claybourn 
withdrew his support was that he couldn’t 
afford the delegate fee.  And they cited an e-
mail he sent out soliciting support.  
 
We asked Claybourn about that and he told 
us he did send out the e-mail in an effort to 
defray some of the costs, however, he said 
he and his wife who are both attorneys and 
could have afforded to pay out of pocket and 
it would have cost them about $4,000.  He 
said he would have stayed a delegate had it 
been a contested convention, but he was not 
going to take part in a 
coronation.   Claybourn also says there are a 
lot more Indiana Republicans who feel like 
he does, he just spoke publicly about it. 
 
If there’ this kind of division in the Indiana 
Republican Party, you can just imagine what 
things are going to be like down the 
road.  Ugh! 
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Magic Mike? 
 

 
 
Everyone is speculating as to what the 
primary means for Indiana Governor Mike 
Pence because the political tea leaves are 
all over the place.  For example Pence got 
nearly 200,000 more primary votes than 
John Gregg, but he also had a 26-percent 
drop off from the Presidential race.  For 
example in Johnson County, nearly 32,000 
Republican votes were cast, but Pence only 
got about 20,000.  And when you factor in 
this past year and Donald Trump leading 
the ticket, you can see where this can get a 
little convoluted. 
 
However, something we noticed this week is 
that Pence might have unveiled his best 
strategy yet.  He addressed the Downtown 
GOP Club Wednesday at the Antelope 
Club.  And while there he admitted that the 
state had some rough patches, but he told 
the crowd which was 90 percent Mitch 
Daniels/Greg Ballard/Richard Lugar 
Republicans that while they may not always 
agree with him, electing Gregg would roll 
back the last 12 years of progress on the 
economic, education and government 
fronts.  And that really resonated with the 
crowd that has always been lukewarm to 
him at best.  He also told them that Gregg 
and the Democrats would use issues like 
RFRA as a pre-text to appeal to moderates. 
 
And ironically enough, it worked.  TCS was 
there when it all went down and even the 
most skeptical Downtown GOPer in the 



The Cheat Sheet, Vol. 5, Issue 25 – May 2016 

The Antelope Club • The weather is nice and the patio is open! •615 N Delaware 

Street, Indianapolis • FREE PARKING•317-632-5541 • AntelopeClub@hotmail.com 

 

room said his argument made perfect 
sense.  Will it work?  We’ll see. 
 
Speaking of Downtown GOP and Antelope 
Club, yes the stories are true that there was 
a heckler, but they were not someone who 
was a member of the Downtown GOP or the 
Antelope Club and we doubt there ever will 
be.  Antelope Club GM brad Klopfenstein 
took care of the problem, with a little assist 
from the Governor’s security detail. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Establishment Strikes 
Back 

 

 
 
If you are a member of what’s left of the 
Empress Monica Boyer’s Indiana Tea 
Party then you had a really bad day.  Not 
only did Marlin Stutzman lose his race, 
but his wife Christy lost her PC race to Phil 
Yunker.  In HD 17, Jack Jordan beat 
Jesse Bohannon who also  had the 
endorsement of Curt Smith and guess who 
ran his campaign (into the ground) Her 
Majesty Herself.  
 
And to add insult to injury, Boyer’s husband 
Brian and her mother also lost their races 
for precinct committeeman, 70-30%.   And 
Greg Fettig, the guy who went “Rhino 
Hunting” ended up on the receiving end of a 
loss to Donna Schaibley.   
 
The Ed reform crowd also scored some 
victories in SD 3 and 12. 
 
In the one place where the “establishment” 
candidate suffered a major loss was Pete 
Miller in Avon.  And while the fundies 
would want to claim victory, it was really 
more by default than design.   The real issue 
for Miller was his relationship with local 
governments regarding TIFs and economic 
development.  Had those been handled a 
little differently the conventional wisdom is 
that he would have likely survived.   
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And by the way, if you think Curt Smith 
had a bad day, losing Ted Cruz, Stutzman 
and his own state delegate race, you haven’t 
seen anything yet.  Word on the street is at 
that David Long while publicly gracious in 
victory is getting ready to put a giant target 
on Smith’s back and Boyer might also get 
caught in the crossfire.   She does make for 
target that’s not too hard to miss. 
 

 
 

Big Todd’s Win 
 
TCS has been taking a look at some of the 
results behind Todd Young’s big win over 
Marlin Stutzman.   And it was actually 
bigger than you think when you dig down 
into the data. 

 Young won every county that wasn’t 
in the 3rd CD. 

 He got 70,000 more votes than 
Donald Trump. 

 He won with more than 70 percent 
of the vote in Howard County. 

 Dan Coats showing up at Young’s 
victory HQ was considered a 
“passing the torch” moment. 
 

 

A Strong Second 
 
Granted no one likes to come in second 
place, but for Erin Houchin and her race 
for Congress, she actually ended up well-
positioned for something down the 
road.  Why? 

 She won five of the District’s 12 
counties. 

 With the exception of  Trey 
Hollingsworth, she outraised all 
her opponents. 

 When Hollingsworth saw she was 
gaining traction, they immediately 
shifted tactics and went after her. 

 Several of her fellow Senators were 
impressed with her performance so a 
leadership position when lawmakers 
come back in January might not be 
out of the question. 
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A Few Other Items of Note 
 

 
 
Look for another coup attempt to take place 
in Hamilton County next 
Spring.  Apparently the forces that are 
aligned against Chairwoman Laura 
Campbell won enough precinct 
committeeman races to elect a new chair in 
March.  Stay tuned. 
 
Chalk up part of Jack Sandlin’s win over 
Jefferson Shreve to two things.  His 
campaign identified Trump supporters (via 
yard signs) and targeted those folks to come 
out and vote.  Also, Sandlin focused heavy 
on the Johnson County part of the District 
and it paid off with a 400-vote victory. 
 
Liz Brown’s Facebook account went away as 
quick as her Congressional campaign. 
 
We hear John Gregg’s short list for Lt. 
Governor now include Christina Hale, 
Cherish Pryor and Glenda Ritz. Yup, the 
theory is the Ritz would run as Gregg’s LG 
and State Rep. Terry Goodin would run 
for Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
 
Hamilton County Democrats are soliciting 
donations to send their delegates to the 
state convention in Indianapolis.  We 
thought that was odd especially since their 
delegates wouldn’t be driving more than 30 
minutes.  We guess it must be for gas 
money. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Usual Disclaimer Stuff: 

The Cheat Sheet is a publication of 
IndyPolitics.Org.  This is a compilation 
of pure gossip, rumor and blatant 
innuendo.   

We assume no liability if it is wrong, we 
only take credit for it when it’s right!  

 If you’ve got something you want to 

share, (good, bad or ugly) send it to 

tcs@indypolitics.org. We promise to 

take all the credit and all of the blame. 

mailto:tcs@indypolitics.org

