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The 2008 General Assem-
bly is scheduled to convene 
on January 8th. Since it 
will be a “short” session, it 
will conclude by March 
14th. 
 

By now you know that the 
“main event” will be prop-
erty tax reform. The House 
has introduced a compre-
hensive bill while the Sen-
ate broke it into several 
pieces. 
 

One of the “pieces” of con-
cern to professional con-
sulting engineering firms is 
a proposal for standardized 
school plans, Senate Bill 
13. Under this bill, plans 
would become the joint 
property of the engineer, 
the school corporation, and 
the state of Indiana. It 
would further allow the 

plan to be modified by 
other school corporations. 
To view this bill, go to 
http://www.in.gov/apps/lsa/
session/billwatch/billinfo 
and type in “13” for the bill 
number. 
 

And this is just the begin-
ning. 
 

You can see that we will 
need your firms to help in 
the legislative arena this 
year. How can you help? 
Become part of the ACEC 
Indiana Grass Roots Net-
work. Tell us who you 
know in the legislature by 
completing a very simple 
form and send it to the 
ACEC Indiana office. 
There is strength in num-
bers and we need more 
members to be willing to 
call or email their State 

Representatives and Sena-
tors about important is-
sues. The form is attached. 
To find out who your leg-
islators are, go to http://
www.in.gov/apps/sos/
legislator/search/ 
Don’t delay! 
 

Five new members of the 
General Assembly will 
begin service, taking over 
seats that were vacated 
due to resignations. In the 
House, Greg Simms re-
placed Duane Cheney 
(Dist. 10); Sandra Blanton 
replaced Jerry Denbo 
(Dist. 62); Shelli VanDen-
burgh replaced Bob 
Kuzman (Dist. 19); and 
Greg Steuerwald replaced 
Matt Whetstone (Dist. 40.) 
In the Senate, Ed Char-
bonneau replaced Vic 
Heinhold (Dist. 5.) 

Membership Benefit 
 
Did you take the time to at-
tend one of ACEC Indiana’s 
“Newsmaker & Networking” 
luncheons or other events 
this year? If so, you heard 
from some the of the state’s 
most influential officials with 
impact to the consulting en-
gineering profession. If not, 
you missed: 
 
Karl Browning, 
INDOT Commissioner 
 
Bart Peterson, 
Mayor, City of Indianapolis 
 
Rep. B. Patrick Bauer, 
Speaker, Indiana House of 
Representatives 
 
Senator David Long, 
President Pro-Tempore, 
Indiana Senate 
 
Senator Tom Wyss 
Chairman, Homeland Secu-
rity, Transportation, and Vet-
erans Affairs Committee 
 
Tom Easterly, 
IDEM Commissioner 
 
Dr. Martin Jischke, 
President Emeritus, Purdue 
University 
 
Joie Chitwood 
President, Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway 
 
Plus others. 
 
Make plans to participate in 
ACEC Indiana’s events in 
2008! 

ACEC National PAC Needs Your Support NowACEC National PAC Needs Your Support Now  
President John Kupke and 
PAC Trustee Phil Beer are 
urging all ACEC Indiana 
members to help in meeting 
the national PAC goal! 
 

This PAC supports candidates 
for U.S. Congress that sup-
port your profession and the 

consulting engineering indus-
try. If you haven't written 
your personal check for $100 
for the ACEC PAC, now is 
the time! 
 

Indiana is only half way to 
meeting the 2007 goal. Please 
encourage all principles in 

Indiana to contribute. A 
good way to get your 
younger staff people in-
volved in government advo-
cacy is to encourage them to 
write a check for $25. Send 
the personal checks to the 
ACEC Indiana office. Do it 
soon! 


